
 Open School BC has been hard at work over the summer 
to finish off a couple of projects. Some are new, and some we 
have been working on for quite some time. It has been a long 
time since our last newsletter so we have a lot of news to share 
with you.

Two online resources that we are happy to bring back highlight 
the history of our town - Victoria. Developed for the Provincial 
Capital Commission to showcase the city of Victoria and her his-
tory, these sites are excellent resources for Grade 10 Social Studies 
or Grades 4 or 5 Socials, Science, Language Arts or Drama. 

The Being Victorian Website describes how Victoria in the 19th 
Century was a much more interesting place than we may imagine. 
This site also links to the free Teacher’s Guide with background 
information, activities and marking guides for 
Grade 10 Social Studies. 

http://www.openschool.bc.ca/features/victorian.html

The Victoria, Capital of BC site features an inter-
active map of the old city with a clickable time-
line of significant historical events. This highly 
interactive and engaging educational site also 
includes a Teacher’s Page with a downloadable 
Activity Package.

http://www.openschool.bc.ca/elementary/ss4-5/

New Tool Kit
With the growth of inter-
est in the trades, we have 
been working with the 
Graduation, Skills & Dis-
tance Learning Division 
at the Ministry of Edu-
cation and a dedicated 
working group of career 
educators from across 
the province to develop 
the Careers and Skills 
Training “Toolkit”. 

Housed on the Ministry 
of Ed’s website, this web 
resource has been creat-
ed to help school district 
personnel and career 
educators evaluate their 
careers programs, de-
velop strategies, and 
provide “tools” to en-
hance career, skills and 
trades programs in their 
districts.

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/topic.pag
e?id=DD6D059BE21246BB962875
9A8C3D0BE9

This ties in neatly with 
the work that we did 
with the Discover Skills 
BC folks, helping de-
velop a website where 
parents, students and 
educators can discover 
careers in trades and 
technologies . 
discoverskillsbc/ca
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We continue to add to the 
Open Education Resources 
and our collection of eText-
books with the addition of 
Mathematics 7 and Math-
ematics 8. These are versatile, 
free, downloadable PDFs that 
can be copied to your tablet, 
printed off or simply read from 
your computer screen. You can 
download one module or the 
entire resource to suit your 
needs.
http://www.openschool.bc.ca/
k12/oer.html

In addition to these download-
able files we are also adding 
modules to our Writing 12 
online course. We have taken 
advantage of the latest devel-
opments in online learning as 
well as our host of in-house 
writers and their connections 
to bring you one of our stron-
gest courses in years. Writing 
12 will allow the students to 
dabble in various genres or 
dive deep into the process to 
develop their own original 
masterpiece. This course will 
available in multiple versions: 
a full credit online course, a 
full-credit print course for dis-
tributed learning, and as a free 
non-credit course.

Shouting Whales

Over the past year we have 
released two new FOOD-
SAFE online courses. We 
created a new FOODSAFE 
Refresher course for people 
who work in the food ser-
vice industry and received 
their certificate many years 
ago and have to renew it, or 
for those people who would 
just like to brush up on their 
food safety knowledge and 
understanding. The FOOD-
SAFE Level 1 online course 

has been completely 
rewritten and all new 
artwork created making 
it a much more engag-
ing, online, educational 
experience.
http://www.openschool.
bc.ca/info/foodsafe/
Another project we have 
expanded is our World-
Host online training 
services site with the ad-
dition of a couple of new 
Social Media training 

courses to complement 
our already extensive list 
of online courses. Devel-
oped in conjunction with 
the leader in hospital-
ity training, these online 
courses will give leaders 
in the service industry the 
knowledge and under-
standing to deal with this 
modern phenomenon we 
call social media. 
http://www.openschool.bc.ca/
info/whost

Aimed at Grade 8 students, this is a unique resource that brings together marine 
science, problem-based learning, multimedia, and advocacy for an in-depth explora-
tion of the oceanic soundscape. Developed in conjunction with the Ocean Networks 
Canada, this free online resource also comes with teacher resources including lesson 
plans, web links and assessment questions for each lesson.
http://openschool.bc.ca/shouting_whales/index.html

More Free  
Resources

I wanted to remind teachers that we have a wide variety educational resources 
available. Although they are designed for the  

self directed, distributed learner, our modules are also great for the classroom.
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